May 03 05 10:39a

Rob

Spencer

9728754168

. .PUBLISHED
715 AUG 1945




May 03 05 10:40a Rob Spencer 9728754158

et T

LR v

R, =

T T T T e e

45y
=5

DIVISION

W

for more than three years has been
has been ihoroughly. vanquished and
retrituidon is.here., Thank God I

I congratulate all the membs
your splendid contribution to the great victory. I'm as
proud &8 I kiow you are to be a part of this grand Divi-
sion which has fulfilled every demand made o it with an
undaunted spirlt, ‘

The ferveni deeire of all ie 4o return to cur fami-
lies and friends, as soon as possible. T frust thet cir—
cunstances will not long delay the ‘gramting of your
wish, I mst remind you, however, that the Ivision may
be reguired to partlclipate in the cccupation and disarm—
ing of Japar. In that event we must follow throuvgh in
the same soldierly fashion that has . characterized the
Wildcat Tdvisicn since the day of 1ts organisation.

Todsy is a day for rejoleing. It 1s.a dey to glvwe.
thanks with g1l reversnce to our Maker For #lé divine
guidance in  the perilous months thromgh wiich we  ‘have
pasged, . AsS we bow our heada let us give %houal;;. to the

memories of our comrades who gave their &Lt ‘Apure

this hour of wictory for all the world. -
good luch-gﬁd oRrTY one

MR PAUL J NURLLER, "
wor m;ﬂj-“' 8‘ Aiy

- .

15 Augast 195
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. The original Blst Mfantry ildodt® " Division was ’
activated at Camp Jackson, S. C.; - dn‘August 1917, - taking .
its name from a treek flowing through ite avda, 1t at-
tracted attention by being the ﬁ:gti,aﬂi.ﬁginﬁ' b0 adopty a

of World War I, Shoulder patohes wirs &  new . thing im
World War I, and conaldarabla'dd Feiw 168 weie - encicunter
ed until Gen. John J. Pershing’ approved the.wearing of the

identlfying insignia, Althaugh ita #ine in actual’ combat o
mas relatively short, - the 81st Infantry Diviston istine ... -
guished itself during ceccupition of the' Sty Did ‘pector and -
participation in the Meuse~Argomne' drives’ Itd domdnder,
Major General Charles Je' Bailey, recelved fe the pidsion - -

the commendation of Qen, Pershing,: - Lo

[ b

. ' . b ' J.‘ i c.
Socn after the pDivision was n:ua"bei'ed,"dutin'l?l?"ei”"'-.*—‘m‘a-
Wildeat Veterans! Association mas - arganized, and these . ‘
velorans have maintained a close relnticiahip - with the
‘Wildeats of +today, -Twe Joint reuniona of the old and'
yaung Villdcats were held during the training period in the -
States. The Veterans presented the Division the 'NationaX -

and Division Colors at Lebanon, Tonryy A 1943, 0

REACTIVATION AND TRAINING < .

The Wildcat Division wag reactivated to play its pard -
in World War IT on 15 June 1942 at Gamp: Rucker, Ala. This . -
time ag a triangular division, it cmtained thvee of the .-
four original infantry regiments, four artillery  battal-
ione and other separate battalions . and vompahies which -
vere assigned to 1t in the past war,. 'The dades / wis " eome

posed of experienced regular and reséfve ‘offlsers #hd tHonw i . PR
comissloned officers from: divielons slpeady trasnads dost
of the junior officers reported direct fran e ofPloey
candidate schools where - " h rgone :
training and indoc
missiona, These of fice
May -and most of Jue pre
of recrults that begat.'

2 - duetdion centers scatters

- end of June approximately . 1l

poo. celved, classified, ‘and . as

£+ under the hot Alabama sun., ~ Qamp Rucker,”

b scutheastern corner of Alabama, - provided 68
! veried terrain necessary to irein:the. tindtat of
There were large rangaa  foi: artillergmens
L shoot, maneuvering ground, " for-. infantiy ik
|2 tactics, ranges for small ayms and sutimaty

. ing, sand a laks for proliminary amphibd o ¢

!
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Yot long after the arrival of the recrults, “Tuffyv,
a scrappy Georgla wildecat cub, was presented to the Divis-
ion by the Governor of Alabama at appropriate ceremonles
in Atlanta, "ruffy® became the Division mascot and since
that time has played an important part with the Division,
attending reviews and other ceremonies, always of course,
in hils specially built, Jeep-mounted cage. - He traveled
with the troops from station to station across the United
gtates to Qelifornis, and thence to Hawaii. During the
Mvisionts first catbat miesion in the Palan Islands, Tuf-—
fy remained with the base echelon in Calm, He rejeoined
the Ddvision in Yew Caledonis and resumed his old placa
a =zymbol of .the Wildcatst! fighting spirit. ‘

A

s i, SOUUN R
o . . .

The Wildeats logt their first commander on 35S Augast
1942 whan Maj. Gen. O. He Franke was obliged to relinquish
camand becaunse of 111 health. -He was succeeded immediat-
ely by Maj. Gen. Poul J. Mueller, who came t¢ -the Dhivision
from an assigmment as chief of staff of the Second Army.
Gen., Mueller commanded the Divisien through all subsequent
phases of its trainming activities and led it triumphantly
through its baptism of fire at Angaur and Peleliu,

The Division contimed traiming at Camp Rucker untll
March 1543, and during that periocd was tested and gave
several spectacular demomsirations of its prowess as a po—
tential fighting unit, These tests and demonstrations
wore witnessed by and drew pralee from many high ranking
officers of the Arury. ’ '
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OVERSEAS MOVEMERT

At the close of these amphibilots problems the Divis-
iton was agein on the mowve, this timwe to Camp Beale, Oal-
1f,, where it remained from early May until mid-Jume, put~
ting the final pelish on 4ts traiwing and preparing for
the overseas movement. Shortly after arrTiving at Beale
the Wildeats were honared by a visit from  general Qeorge
CGe Marshall, Army Chisf of Staff, who inspected pliages of
the training progrem and addresped the Mvisionts offisers
end pop-comdlssianed officers,

The wildeats naxt moved to & pord of embarkation and
sailed into the Pacific durlng the last day of June and
early July, 19kh. On reaching the island of Oehu, Hawaii,
preparaticns were begun immediately for the Idiviglonts
firet combat mission - the saizure of Angawr Island. 411
men of the Dhvislon wentt through san intensive perliod ef
training in jungle warfare at the Jungle Training Center,
followed by a rehsarsal for tho coming amphibious operat-
ion, Embarking early in August, the Wildeats again sailed
L. imto the Pacific, pausing at Guedsleanal for a final amphe

e ‘ ibious rehearsal on the historie shores ¢f Cope ESperance.
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A . MANEUVERS

Following a farewsll review at Rucker the toughened
troops moved into Conacuh Naticnal Forest in southern Ala—
: bama and northern Florida, where they &ngaged Iin thelr
i first Division maneuvers, on completing +two weeks of
the se¢ problems the Wildcats moved back +to Rucker far a
brief shake down period before moving t¢ Tennessse for the
Second Army mansuvers. Other troops participating in the
Tennessad maneuvers included Headquarters VIT Corps and
the 79th Infantry and 5th Armored Divisions, The maneuw-
‘ers extendsd from mid-April to the end of Juns, giving the
men experience in enduring combat conditions over extended
periocds of time and under adverse weather conditims,

e

From Tennessee the Divisioh moved by train into the
Arizona desert to Camp Horn, a tent camp  bullt by the
306th Engineer Battslion, Hers the Divislon combined with
0 its training activliies an amblitious sports program in
A whlch every man tock part, In October the Wildoats went :
; into desert maneuvera against thelr old rival, the 79th ;
Dlvision, and once again acquitted themselves proudly.
They emerpged fram thia stremuous desert activity tougher
and better-trained soldiers than they had ever besn how
forae,

SAN LUTS OBISPQ AND AMPHIBIOUS TRATNING

The next move was in November 1343, to Camp San Iuis
Obispo, near the California coast, where the men were able
10 combine advanced training activitles with facilities
for relaxation and recreation that offered a welcoms break
after elght months of 1ife in the field., A feature of ac~
tivitles at BSan Iuis was the strenous program of Ranger
training given to a carefully selected group of volunteers
under the direction of Brig. Gen. Marcus B. Bell, Asaint~
ant Division Commander. Here the Divigion Art:L'llery fired
many problems on the Hunter-lLiggett ranges and wa= brought
Yo a mw lhigh degree of efficiency by its commander, Brig.
gen. Rex W. Peasley, Men of three infantry regiments tock
the Expert Infantyyman teste and won 2270 Badges which law
. ter were presented at a Division Review, Thix was +the
i largest group ever to receive Expert ]:nfantty Badges in a
aingle ceremony.

At S5an Iuis Obispo the Division spent five months in
amphibicus training end. it was during this period that a
program was inaugurated +to male every Wildeat a ewimmer,
Amphibiaus traiming culminated wlth eruises for each of
the three Reglmental Combat Teams with landing exsrcises
at San Clemente Island and on ths southern (alifornia
coast as wall as a one-meek prcblem to axploit a beachhead

following an amphibious landing
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ANCAUR

On 17 September 19LL the 8lst Infantry vWildeat" Dive
ision stormed ashore on Angawr Islandyg, following an inten-
: sive naval and carrier based plane bembardment to execute
i ite first amphiblows assaudt landing. . RETs 321 and 322
¥ Janded simultaneously on the east and northeast bezches
_1 respectively, while RCT 323 made a demonstration as though
L to land on thg western ceast of the lszland,

The assault landing was favored bty a relatively calm
5 sea and weak initial resistance by the enemy. The enemy
") resigtance was not serdiona because he concentrated his
' main strength in the vicinity of beaches on the opposlte H
end of the islandsa He had relled considerably on the nare f
rowness of the beaches which were used for our landing and y
on the naturally difficult terrain for the defense of the L
north part of the island, ‘ : ;

! The ariginal plan of ground maneuvers was fer RCTs 321
and 322 to make Junction with each other to secure a larg-
er beachhead, This was to be followed by early selzure of
the commanding %terrain in the northwest part of the island
ard a pubsequent clearing of Saipan Town and the sBouthern
malf of the island. This ldes was abandoned when it was
found that the terrain in northwest Angaur was much rough=
or than concelved during the planning and that the area
could not be taken readily. In order to guickly make a-—
vailable a site for an alrstrlp which had to be construct-
ed in time to support <the invasion of the Philippine ITo-
lands it was decided to cub the dzland in two, lsolate the

| enemy, and deal with them dsliberately without interfering

i with the development of the .alr base. This plan wss spead-

: ily effected as RCT 322 on the north drove <through the

Japanaese defenses to the western share, overrunning Saipan

Town, cutting the island in two, and driving the enemy in-

to the northwest hill mass, RCT 321 on the soath drove

inland a 1ittle mere +than halfway acgross the island,
vwheelaed south and destroyed all but a small pocket of the
enemy whe defended from a nunber of pillboxes on the

poutheast coast, . . B

On 20 Septenber, with the enemy divided and incapable
of offensive action, Angaur Island was declared secure.
But the battle for Angaur was hardly ended, 'little diffj-
culty was experienced in arnilhilating the southeim pocket,
In the north, however, our troops were:facded with the tesk
of destroying one by one the remnants  of the Japan—
ose garrison who had fortified themselves for a death
stand on the high and easily defended ground in the north-
wast. N . ‘
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///f/f’ ”W Seldom in the annals of military history have troops
been called upon to fight over terrain as rugged as that
,«gﬂ in vhich the Japanese had taken refuge. The enemy was de-

[(}r \%1 g ) termined %o defend to the last man while exacting
X i 2 the Thighest possible toll from our troops. No
general “hanzal® suiclde march was attempted, Eremy reos —
istance remained under centralized control and was widl or—
ganized practically to the ends His defense included
carefully concesled snipers who held camouflaged positiom
on corsl pinmnacles, in the Jjurgle growth, and in small
caves from which they fired with deadly accuracy at close
range., The locatdon of the source of their fire could not
be determined readily as the flash was invisible and tie
snipers well concesled.

RCT 322 was assigned the task of campleting the final
destruction of the enemy garrison force. 4s the [first
step 1in the reductlon of the enemy!s fortified area the
strong works on Lighthouse (Palomas) Hill were assaulted.
NMumercus artillery pieces, nearly all emplaced to deliver
fire on the southern half of the island, were captured.
¥any large caves containing personmel and supplies were
destroyed in hand to hand action. The enemy, having ad-
vantage of concealment in the complex terrain and of the
securlty available in the hundreds of natural and artific-
ial caves, was able to contest strongly the seizure of the
ares,

{
J
P

North of Lighthouse Hill was a bewl shaped area with
high ridges surrarnding a lake near the center. These
ridges were honeycombed with caves from which mutually
supporting firves were delivered on ocur troops as  they at-
tacked in the area, Only one entrance, a narrow defile,
vay available for vehicles to move into the bowl,

Cur troops were forced te attack in full view of the
enemy. In spite of heavy losses they pushed doggedly for-
ward attacking strong points with flamethrower, demolit=—
ions, artillery and tank fire :ln addition to the normal
weapons of the infantry wunit, :

The enemyts surviving force was gradually compressed
inte a very =mall area of the roughest terrain of the lg-
land, made up of a mass of pimnacles of varying heights in
crazy pattern, with vertical walls forming deep crevices,
all composed of jagged coral rock with 8n oceasional tree
trunk still standing; and debris cluttering up the whole,
In the crevices were caves whose entrances could not be ef-—
N ’ fectively reduced by fire " of any type except st grenade
h throwing range, These caves furnished relatively safe re—
i treats for the enemy.

.
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We fired large quantities of mortar and howltzer
shells, airplane bombs and napalm; and employed the heavi~
est artillary weapons availabls o break down protective
wallas of coral rock to permit access of our troops to the
eremy ' inner defensaes, ‘

\ The undaunted Combat Infantrymen of the Wildeat Divige
ion, matching their cunning with that of a desperaste foe,
cut down the enemy’s mumbers day by day., Flnally, on 22
Cctober, after 35 consecutive days of grueling combat in
which the fortitude and military skill of each individual
soldicr recelved the highest tast, the last Japanese cawve,
was entered and the destruction of the enemy campleted.

AR YRR ST

The B8lat Infantry Wildcat Division successfully com—
pleted its mdssion on Angaur, Even vhile the infantryman -
wan fighting his way forward yard by yerd,the construction ¥
of the Angaur Alrsitrip was being rushed to completion with-— :

. out interforence from the enemy. It served its purpose :
during the invaesion of the Philippine Islands by staging :
hundreds of combat and transport planes loaded with eriti-
cal supplies during the early phases of that operation.
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PELELIU

puring the fifth day of the operatlon on Angaur Is-
land, with the Island secure and only RQT 322 meeded for
1ts final mopping up,RCT 321 was dispatched to noighboring
Pelelin Island +to agsist in the reduction of that bashon
of the Japanese cuter defense ring. Although the enemy had
suffered heavy loases ln opposing the initial landing and
advances of the lat Marine Divislon, a force of consider—
able strength stlll occupied the easily defended mountain-
ous area in the central and northern portions of the is-~
land. It was vital to selze these posltions and destroy
the enemy before Pesleliu could be fully exploited as an alr
base, Although the airfield was secure and in use by Mar—
ine and Navy planes, all friendly activity was in plain
view of the enemy from his pogitions on the commanding
terrain. American troops and installations were in con-
stant danger of counterattack. Moreover, to delay seizure
of the remainder of Peleliu allowed the enemy to roinforce
the Peleliu Garrison +to considerable proportion: by night
movement from Babelthaup, Xoror, mnd Eil Malk lying to the

norths

The 321et Infantry and attached troops promptly re-
lieved elements of the lst Marine Division on the western
coast of Pelelin Island and on 23 September initiated a
vigorous attack. Advancing along the west cosst road in
full Yiew of the enemy and subjected to constant mertar,
machine gun, and srdper fire,the 3215t reached the town of
Gorekoru,turmed to the east and fought its way through the
mountain pass to reach the east coast, splittirg the enemy
forece in itwo. By this maneuver the 321lst Infantry made a
noteworthy contribution to the ultimate siccess of the op-
eration by 4solating the mein body of the enemy in the
mountainous area of central Feleliu where it could be redu~
ced at will, Subsequently thim regiment eontained the ene-
my +to the south and cotinued northward to seize the rew
mainder of the island in conjunction with elements of the
1st Marine Division. In additlion the 321st Infantry come
‘pleted mopping up of Ngesebus Island which lad been aszsaulte

- ed by Marine elements and ltself captmred Kongauru and Gar—

. dkayo Islands, thus campleting the isolation of the South-
arn Palau Islamds and preventing its reinforcement by Jap—
anesa troops from the noarth,
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00 20 Qotober,Major General Paul J, Musller, Command-
ing Genaral of the 8let Infantry Division, assumed command
of all ground forces in the Southern Palaun Islands and of
the responsibility for the destruction af the enemy remain-
ing in the caves and mountain fastnesses of ventral Pelel-

iu. -

For 38 consecutive days troops along the entire perim-
ater moved inexorably fommrd, compressing the anemy into
an ewver shrinking area of redistance. On 26 October the
323rd Infantry and attached troops, recently returrwd from
the occupation of Ulithi Atoll,relieved the 321st Infantry
an the perimeter to complete the tack of final destruction

of the enemy. Employing the L¥T {lamathrower, tanks, sand- -

bag emplacements, pack howltzers, and supportad by plames
vhich attatked enemy positians with npapale fire bombs,
troops seized one dominating terrain feature after another.
Troops fought and died 4n places that w3 always be remem-
bered by the Wildeats of World War IT - Buyd Ridge, Five
Hrothers, Five Sisters, Old Baldy, Chlna Wall, Death Val-
ley, Wiidcat Bowl,

As on Angaur, the key to final success on Peleliu was
the prowass, skill, and resourcefulness of the individual
goldier in the face of fanatical resistsnce and diLfficult
terrain. Tie extremes of heat and rain and the ever pres—
¢nt enemy could not subdus his courage and indemitable will
to win, On 27 Novenber, all resistance wag overcome only &
few feet from +the cave which had served as the last
headauarters of the Japamese Defense Forge cormander, The
enemy had fulfilled his. determinatlon to fight to +the
death, :

i
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CTHER TSIANDS IN THE WESTERN CAROLINES

Ulithl Atell was oceupled by RCT 323 on 23 September
after conducting a prelanding reconnaissance which indicat-
ed it to be unoccunind by the enemy. Tlements of the Divi-
sion occupisd Ngulu atell on 16 Octoberjraconncitered Pulo
Anna Islapd - on k4 November amd occupied it on 17 November;
octupied Kayangel Atoll on 30 November - 1 December; and
captured Fais Island on 1 January 1945,

: During operations in the Weatern (aroline Jalands,
troops of the Blst Infantry Division (Reinf) effected ass=
ault landings on Angaur and 28 other islands, in' addition
to conducting majon attack operztions on Pelaliu and/or re-
‘sonneitering 11 other islands, By thase operatlonz the
‘Wildcat Divisilon had made the deepest penetration then ef=-
fected by United States Army Forces inte the great Paclfic
empire which Japan had carved for itself, In all these op~
srations 56756 Japamese were kllled and 3Ll captured by the
Division. OQur losses were 398 killed, 1L5 died of wounds,
and 2222 other casualtiss. This measured in the cost of life
was highy but in the Light of accomplishments it was a
-amall priece to pay for operations which permitted United
" 'States forcem to come to clese grips with those of the en-
"emy and hasten the final surrender of the Japaneke Govermn—

mént,

The pivision departed from the Westsern Caroline Is-
lands during December 19Lh-Janvary 19L5. On 17 January RCT
321, which was awaiting shipment to New Caledonia, engaged
in final combat en Peleliu and killed or ecaptured the en-
tire force of approximately 70 Japanose who had landed on
the island with the intent of destroying planes and amwmn-

p.14
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HEW CALEDONIA

puring Jarmary- Pebruary 1945 the DMvision mowed into
the ouatom—Bouraki narea of New CRledonia for a psriod of
rehabilitation, recresation,and intensive training prior to
resuming combat cpsratios againat the Japanese. At this
new station each individual waa afforded the opportunity
for rest and relaxation a% two coups superbtly sgquipped for
that purpose. The more important phases of training consis-
ted of a canplete integration of the replacemsnts who Joine
ed the Dlvigion, & thorough jungle traiming course for all
personnsl,mmerous firing problems, and amphibious exercis
Beds :

By April the Wildeats were mentaily and physically fit
for combnt and eager to oppose the best that the Japan~
.eze could place in the field, From 1 - 15 April the Divis~
; ion was on an alert status for immediate movement to the
. Ryukyus Islands to aasist in the capture of Okinawa and ad-
; Jacent 1dlands, However, in view of the favorable progress
: of operations in thet area the services of the Blst Infant~
ry Pivislon were not requlred. TInstsad the Division wus
ardered to Ieyte, P. I. where 1t was to prepare for an am-
phibious assault on one of the Japaness main islands,

tn 3 May the Divislon departed from New Caladonia. On
6 May the convoy dropped anchor at Marme, Admiralty Is-
lands, and troops were sent sahors for a brief perdod of
relaxation, One weelk later the Division arrived at Layte,

—
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Upon completion of desbarimfion and up to 1 July, the
Division erected a camp which was an cutward manifestation
of the zeal and thoroughness with which &ll wWildcatas accow
omplished every task assigned, In additlon, over 500 re-
placementa wore given sufficient training to enable then to
take thoir places among combat veterans,

On 1 iy training for the Divisionts next operation
was begun in earmest, During the periocd 1 - 23 July regi~
mantal combat teams conducted amphiltdous exercises in  the
HElnunangan Bay srea and mads landings on the southeast
aoast of Leyte, Beginning 16 July elementa of the Division
moved by echelon to the Valenola area for a five week por-
10d of ptrenuocus fisld training to include mopping up oper-
ations against isolated remnants of the Japanese garrison
force stlll remalning in nortlwest leyte. Training consis-
ted mainly of squad, platoon, company,and battallon combat
exarcises, range firing, end service practioe,

on 21 July the 321st Infantry sent battalions success-
ively into the Vvillaba area with the mission of searching
out and destroying all Japaness encountered., On 26 July
the 81st Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop was gasigned a simi-
lar mission in the Lismon area, As the 323rd Infantry was
preparing o reliove the 321st Infantry the news of Japan's
smurrendar was recelved which caused a cessation of combat
operationn, A sharp curtajlment in the fileld training pro-
gram was Bslsc brought aboutin arder to resszssmble the Dive
ision for an anticipated early departure from lLeyte.

With Japan'as wsurrender the Divislon began lmmediate
preparations to sad) for Japan se part of the United States
Ououpation Forcse. :
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ORCHIDS

to the Wildcat Division
on the

PALAU CAMPAIGN

_ from the

:- | ~ HIGH COMMAND

ADMTRAL WILLTAM F, HAISEY, USH
Commander Third Fleet

L e e

nthe sincere admiration of t-he.entire Third Fleet 1s yours, Xt has been
a tough Job extremely well done."-(9 Octsber 15Lh). .

i . LIEUTENMAN. GEMERAL ROBERT C. RICHARDSON, JR, USA
! Cormanding Gensral, USAF, Pacific Ocoan Arearn

; ' tCongratulations, and many of them on the superd and gallanti conduct of
; tho tWlldeats! in the capture of Angauri I am more than proud of your fine
Division."-(19 September 154}), . ‘ .

miarm congratulations to you and your pallant command, The capture of
Angaur was g brilliant operation which showed the remilts of the training of
the Wildcats, We are proud of everything thet-you have done, mhich reflecta
i great credit wpon and adds to the United States Army traditionm."-(30 Sep-
w1 Seber 19k).

Ve e

VICE AIMIRAL T.S. WILKINSON, USN
Qommandar Third Amphibious Farce

s nThe capture of ANGAUR was but one of several tasks assigned the 81st
Division in the PALAUSIAP operatlons which required a miltiplicity of plans
and preparatigng. The successful and rapid conclusion of the ANGAUR capture
reflects eredit on the Diviaion cmunander a.nd all pergonnel of the 81st Divis-

jon."-{30 April 1945}.

nThe parformance of the 8lst Infantry Division in the capture of ANGAUR
waz well plammed and brilliantly executed, The Expeditionary Force Commander
tales pleasure 1in eongratulating Commander ANGAUR Attack Force (Rear Admiral
We He Po BLANDY), Commanding Qeneral, Blst Infantry Blvision (MaJor Ceneral
Paul J. MUELIFRY and all membara “of thelr respective organization on their
splendid accomplishment.n—{$ July 1945).

fThe brilliant sctiona fought by the 321lat Regimental Gombat Team of the
Blst Army Ddvision on PELELIU conatituts another-series of wortihy achlevements
of that already notable body of fighting men,n—(9July 19L5).

3
¥

1 A e s s g

REAR ADMIRAL WILLIAK C. FCRT, USN
Cormsandar Task Forca 32

nplease accept my sincere congratulations on the successf{ul completion of
the aggault and oceeupation phass. Convey. to Qenerals Rupertus and Mueller my
appreciation and adniration for the gallmnt conduct of their Divisians in this
difficult operation.”-{13 October IQM).

© 35—

i



May 03 05 10:49a Rob Spencer

g PR g g e

9728754158

T N

YO E P

=R

A "

b s

Ao

i

f“
i

T - "

MAJOR GENFRAL JULIAN C. SMITH, DSMC
commanding Oeneral Task Force 36 {Expeditionary Troops)

1A woll done to all hands for having succesafully carried out the missfon

and taken the ohjectlves assigned.t-(1 october 19hL).

LIEUTENANT GENERAL ROY 5. (EIGHM, USMC
Gommanding Qeneral Third Phib Corps

"The advance of your Division today reflects a commendabls aggressive
splrit. Well dore to all hands,"~(19 September 19:hi).

"The unloading of Yyour agsault shipping' in seven days amd the rapld
development of supply roads and dumps exemplifies an efficient orgenization
and a dfficult job well donae"-(25 September 1%4h}.

"Wy sincere congratulations to you and your command on the successiul
complation of the assault and occupailon phase despite a stubborn defense by a
determined and well emplaced enemy, diffielt problems of térraln and supply,
Yours has been a touph assigmment well emscuted.t-{1 October 15hL),

*he 8lst Infantry Pivision had a difficult task in the PALAU Operation.
1t captured ANGAUR, and provided a RCT for the support of the 1st Marine
Divislom en PELELIV. In executing thase tasks the 8lst Infantry Divisim ex-

iblted a gh state of fraining, worale and combat efficiency."-(1% January -

19453,

| ¥AJOR CENEMAL W, H. HUPERTUS, USMC
© Comrmanding General lat Marine Diviaion

#Tha performance of aubty of the officers and men of Reginental Combat
Taam 321, throughont the assault phase on Peleliu, Ngesebus and the northern
outpost islands warrants the highest pralse., It was a pleasure to have this
unit serve as part of my command during this extremely difficult operation,
and I expreas the sentlments of every officer and man of the First Marine Dilv-
ision in wishing them good luck in future operations againat the encmy. In
tha eves of the entlre Firat Marine Dlvision they have earned a "¥ell Done." -

27 Jamuary 1945},
REAR ADMIRAL J. W. REEVES, JR, USH,
Commander Western Carolines Sub Arca

npleasy accept my hearty congratulatione on succesafully and efficiently
lignidating organized enemy resistanpe .on Peleliu wall ahoad of estimated

crmplotion date.n—(28 November 1SLh).
. P
of the

nThe 323rd Infantry of the 8lst Division closed in on remnants
enemy force on Peleliu; overran the enemy's final stronghold to bring all or-
ganized resigtance to an end, As previoualy reported 1t was stated by two
prisoners of war that Gensral Mursi and Colonel Nakagawa comitted suicide and

their bodiss were dlsposed of, ’ .
"tlean up of the enemy by the 81st Division on Peleliu began on the Zlst

of October and was completed, except for searching out stragglers which will
continue for soms time,. on the 27th of November, The succeasful daccomplish—
ment of this task undar extremely difficult conditione of terrain and stubbern
enamy reststance has been accomplished with a minimn of loss to mt'.;m u;nrr;
estimate:

troops and in a relatively shord time, over a wesk ahead of the
For the efficient and workmamdike job of cleaning out enamy

completion date,
repistance as well as in proparing defenses of thim island Major Gereral Paul
Je Muoller and the parsonnel under hisz command deserve hearty commendation and
I recommend that the succesaful completion of their task be mentioned in the
commnlque, ~{ 28 Novembar 194li).

W[ express my thanks and appreciation for the geod and efficient service
which your command has rendered." - (2l December 1YLL).
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SENIOR COMMANDERS AND STAFF
815T Infantry "Wildcat” Division Qverseas

co Bl Inf Div . . .
CO 81 Div. Arty . .
Asat Dilv Comdr , .
Chief of Sta(f
(Untdl 19 Jan UT)
{19 Jan-26 Feb L5)
{5ince 26 Feb L5)
AC of 3, o1
(Until 25 Jun L5)
(3ince 25 Jun L5}
AC of 5, O~
AC of 5, G-3
(il 25 Jun L5}
(Since 25 Jun U}5)
ACof S, o=bh ...
Adittant General .
Ordnance Officer
(until 26 Jun hS)
(Since 26 Jun LT)
Cuartermaster . . .

PR

Chaplaln
Chemical Officer.
Inapector General
Judge Advacate, .
Signal Officer, ,
SUrgeon « « & & &
Frovest Marshal
{tntil 7 June )
{5ince 26 Juns ||

e

5}
5)

L)

L I PR S . Y .

.

PO Y

JHa] Gen Paul J Mueller

.
« +Brig Gen Rex ¥ Beanley
= «Brig Osn ¥arcus B Dell

s + + + Col James ¢ Short
« «» Lt Col John J laPpage
« » Col Andrew E Formyth

« « Lt Col John J LaPpage

+ + Ma) Walter I Woodfill
« » Lt 0ol Paul D goddard

«Col Willism R Woodwnrd
« Lt Cel John J LaPpege
Lt Col Langfitt B wilby
» Lt Col Wesley U Moran

« +« Lt Col Cam Lengley
Ma} Ceorge ¢ Bergtholdt
LY Col William D Smith
- Lt Cod Percy M Hickeox
« « It Col Henry T Galt
Lt Col Uecrge W Gibson
» Lt Col Hilary A Bush
» + Lt Col Teo ¥ Marle
Lt ¢ol F Stanley Ewing

e+ e v a e o oa s

- Haj Rowland McD Nesna
« Maj Clarke K Donnigan

CO032L Inf v . 0v 4. .
CO 322 Inf
{until 22 Sep L),
22 Sep-1 Dec Lh}.

(1 Dec—1% Jan LS}, .

{Since 13 Jan LS). , .
CO32IInf 4 o v e 1 @
GO 305 Engr (C) Bn . .
CO 306 Med Bn

(Until 3 Jun L5). o

(Since 3 Jun 15). .
¢0 Sp Tr 8% Inf Div

(7 Feb-17 Jun hl) (),

(17 Jun-19 Nov WL). . .

{16 ul-19 New Lhi) {#),

(9 How-2Y Jan b5). . .

Cal fobert F Dark

L

« Col Benjamin W Venable

» « Lt Col Ernent I ¥iilson
Lt ¢ol lLeonard L cutshall

« o o0l James & Short
« + Col Arthar p Watsen

Lt Gol Falkil M J “Alenius

Lt Col Fupene F Melaville

* s ¢ » Ma] Frank ¥ H111

« Lt Col I E Quackenbush
» Lt Col R E frackenbush
+ Lt Col Newell E ¥Wiatts
= Lt Gol Newell ¥ Watts

(Since 21 Jan h%). . .L& Col Leomrd L Cutshall

Kajor Attached nits

€0 1138 =ngr (c) Op.
€0 T10 Tank 8n . . .
CO 17 Field Horp . .
G0 L1 pPort Surg Hosp
€0 65 Port Surg Hosp
CO TLJASCO , . ..
CO 592 JASCO o .« 4 W
€0 539 Amph Tractor Bn .
CO ShO Amph Tractor Dn .
&0 726 Amph Tractor Bn .

LI I S

« + Col Charles R Damin
Lt ol willlam R Rodgera
Lt Col Robert B Rell

« M2 David § Ascher
« Maj Claude Varnar
Ma] Richard A Wetzel
Maj William 3 Housten
« « MNa} George W Emrdck
«Lt Gol ®alden ¢ winaton
« Lt Col Henry ¢ Switzer

- a
. n
- .
. »
.

it SO L b i i 8 -1

Bx 0 321 Inf. . .

GO 1nt Bn 321 Inf
(Int11 9 Jan li5)
(9 Jan-11 Jui 4%)
(S3ince 11 Ml L%)

CO 24 Bn 321 Inf
(Imtil 5 Apr L5)
(5 Apr-26 Jun 45)

(Since 26 Jun 153 .

GG 3d Bn 321 Inf
(Untdl 16 Judl 4D
(Since 16 Jul L)

Ex © 322 Inf
{tntdl 27 gsep lily)
(22 Gep-1 bec LI}
(1 Dec-19 Jan 1,5)
{Since 29 Mar L5)
CC lat Bn 322 Inf
(Untdl 23 Sep )
(23 Sop-17 oet IhL)
(17 Oct—+% Mar }4S)
(Since 29 Mar 49)
Co 2d Bn 322 Inf .
CCG 3 Bn 322 Inf
{Until 22 Sep L)
{Since 22 Sep LI

+

A x e 4. .. .

[ 2 oa

« s « o Lt Col Paul Craig

» « Lt Col Leater J Lvans
v+ Lt Col Frank ¢ Seliz
+ + « MWa) Robert ¢ Brugh
1t Col Peter D Clainoa
v =+ ¥a) George C Real
Ma] Jomes H Wear

.

.

« Lt Col Newell E Watts
Lt Col Dallas A Pilliod

« Lt Col Ermest B Wilpon
Lt {ol Leonard 1 Cutshall
Lt Col Bruce D Cloaninger
» « 1t Col Newell K Watts

v« MaJ Willdam R vhite
+ Ma] Lonls X Barthrong
v « -Mal Michasl Gusaie
Lt Col Selwyn R Thompson
» Lt Cod Thomas D McPhail

+ v

1t Col Leonard I, cutshall
Lt Cel Manuel M Schechat

Ex Q 323 Inf
{until 17 Jul LL), .
{17 Jul-9 Now Ll) (%},
(Stnee 19 Nov LL). . .
CO lmt Bn 323 Inf
(Uhtﬂ 17 Nov ll.}l)- .« 4
(X7 Nov=- Hov L), o o

(Since 30 Nov Lh). .
CO 2d Bn 323 Inf , . .
€0 3d Bn 323 Inf

%U‘ntﬂ 30 Mar LY.

Since 30 Mar L5). , .

Ex 0 Bl Div Arty

(tntdl 15 Nov Lh). . ,

(Since 15 Nov LL). . .
GO 316 PA Bn

(Until 15 Wov Lh). . .
»- (Since 15 Hov Lh). . .
COMTFABR o + v 4 « &
CO 506 FA Bn

é[rntu 15 Hov hlL), . .

since 35 Nov LLY. . .
COBFA BN . o . 04 &

(ng Acting
i#) Special Tty

-17-

Lt Col Benjamin T Harris
« Lt €0l R E (mackenbush
- Lt €0l R E Guackenbusdh

+ Lt Col Raymend G Gates
« » oM] Barte W LaHalte
L} Col Benjamin T Harris
» L% Col Hugh X Forsman

Lt Col Arthur W Hutchlnson

Lt Col Richard L Fooley

s + v G0l James T Loome
+ + + o Col Carl Darnell

« « Lt Col Carl Darnell
Lt Col Partus N theeler
» Lt Col Tilson M Riley

« « Lt Col John E Barlow
« «Lt €0l Allen S |Hrach
It Col Thomas K McClana



