
The life of John W. Spencer as was written by his son Louie T. Spencer.

Born near W"oodville, Wilkerson Cou.nty~,Misaissippi June 14, 184). 1:va.s phe

only child of !ffr.& Mrs. Chas Spencer(Ma.ry Elizabeth ,McCrady). Attended School

at Newtonia and Waodvillo, Miss.

Ran, WT.'Vayfrom home a:t'.the age of 16.. Went to B9.You Sara, I.a.. vinere he worked
< (

at carpenters and trade60!' 8 mos. Returned to Wocdvi11e where he worked

.1

~t the cappep~ors trade until the out break of the Civil Wa.r.

mate, Dan'1Ii:I:ler;;wentto New Orlea.ns1Ifu.erehe enlizted Orleans'Light Guards

He and a schooJi.

'afterv~rds known a~ the first Loui~iana Volunteers. H!Ave not the date1::'1.t left

"'-~~Ie'vf"0:t~aTIs""fOr-V'irgin1:a=~-Arrived<a:t"""PprtsIDouth-;"'Va.on-th~ ~nighc-;(fter the ~,

Yan..~ees ha'd va.cat~d Gaspart 1Javy Ya:td~ and fired sa.me (Y~nk$)

Orleans Light Guard ~~S ~de part of 1st Loui.anaVol. The Brigadeto which

this i~,written w=t into Hompton Rood. obDut threo mil,. ObOV&~
Isbndt,. aL"'!lost oppos.ite New P?rtnews where he rem.inedfor about elevenmonths.

During this, time the ,"{hole Brigade ",vitnouod the celebrated:right betvroen

the Me.rrimac ~~Ildtho"'Nr~n~tor as 'Well as witneuing theca.pt~re-oi'a federal mail

boat by one of the Confederat~s small tugs. Also the bringing in of'the mail

boatpersued by number of f~deral gunboa.ts whosorper8u~t ,T.tSchecked by the

~pards of Cr~ney Island.

Aft"r thi5the regiment Vias moved to North Caro1iIUl.byD Swamp Calt!).l.

Had a brush with the federals, retreated a. short distance 1mere the'.rwent
""~o=." """"",,""'-- ""- ~~.= ,""-_",,'L -- -~~ ~ ,"~ ~..,.,~~c~"'" .,.=~~=~.- ......

into g!J.1t1.P

Here his term of enlistment expired. He re-enlisted a.nd f'or 3'yea.rs re-

elected off'icers ~.S then returned to Richmond, Va. in tiD~ for the f'ight of

the 7 Pines then fell b~Ck withi~ 4 miles of RicrJnond. Entrenched, were in trenches

until the 7 Days fight a.round Richmond--duringthis time they ~-ihe tronches

agOtinst the attack of the en'!my also, assisting in Pioket Th1ty.

In the first days J'ight of tha 7 Days fight ,'!as wou.nded hid in W<Jlder Hospib.l

a.t Richmond for 6 weeks. Left hospitalbeforewmmd was healed. started for

the front, took sick with Typhoid PneQ"Ilonb.. 'ffils broughtback to Lynchbur'gwhere

1 ,,"". /""r\Ylf'i Yll'!d to h03pi tal for over 2 months



Afterthis he joined an Independant CO1'l!,a.ny of Cal. Co:mma.nded by Capt~, 1lil1~r,

mado 2' raids into Kentucky. The cOmmAnding officer was killed in a private rough

The compa!!'J v,'D.s absorbed by the Atlry Company att~ched Schota Cal.(lst IA..)

IJUI.de It. raid into Kentucky at the time Morgan was in Ohio. Schott divided th~

forces. Col. Scott taking ha.lf of the comma.nd.Fought his way through while
...

Lt. Col. Nixon held the rear 'which waa held for about a or 3 hours when they were

surrounded by the federal. and captured near Winchester C. H. Ky. were taken to

Louisville" Ky. from thereto camp Chaae Ohio. Were kept there 6 or 7 months then

transferred to Fort Dela.warein Del ~y where he remaineduntil after Surrender.

During this time .vas sic-1..cwith small pox. 'ff8.s released"reGurned to-.. - -- -"'" "". -- -- ---.--
Ytoodville, Miss of June or July 6th.

W:J.s elected City rl l'~hal1 of ~"ioo~"lillC' i:r.. 1;:;6~. R~'Si:-:':;,(:d this office about

13 mpnths later.. Was $..ppointed Deputy Sheriff. Served until the re-construction

Ds.ys.

Was ma.rried to Miss Mollie Kelley ~Jarch 1st, 1866.

Moved from--Woodville to"Espuerina... 75 miles above Vicksbl.u'g opposite

Lake Providence, LA. on the St.ipland Plantation. Resided h~re until 1873 when

he moved to ~llas, Tex. Arrived at the later place Dec. 8, 1873.

Was appointed on the Police force Dec. 25, 1873 under Bon Lang~ mayor and

. Tom Flynn, city marsha.ll. He and J. C. Arnold were appointed the first 2)mounted

me~ in the city--this was in 1875. Dr. Cro";~Tlus'be ing :m».yor. Remained mount~d

--- -unt.il 1876,-was~~'PPo.j,.nted -de.puty s.her.ii.f'.f-under M:a,}:.ion- - ~ ~ ~ - ~~ ~wa.ited.- -on~ - -

Justice ~~ C1ures Court. Remained in this position until the election of Bill

Smith. Ran a.detective a.gency for the same 12'months. Was again on the mounted

force in 1883. Was on force until Dec 1st, 1885. When he 1'i1D:mp accopteda positio:

with D: M. Osborne & Co. He was with this firm for 9 years and 8 monts then

accept~d a positionwith the P & 0 Co. Sept 1st, 1895.


